
our students to engage in 

some real world problem 

solving, research, and 

tinkering to stimulate our 

thinking and creating 

brains! 

There is also a special 

place in the library for 

some very special books. 

We’ve added a section 

called the “Silver Star” 

that will include books 

written in foreign lan-

guages for our students 

to not only hear a greeting 

in another language, but 

to experience the lan-

guages in print. As well as 

those books, we have 

some author and illustra-

tor autographed books! 

So many new and won-

derful things are happen-

ing.  Stop by and see 

what places the library is 

We have started off a 

wonderful year. I am so 

excited to see all our 

friends and our many new 

friends as well. This year 

the library is a very differ-

ent place. Here’s what’s 

new: 

First, we updated our 

space and the new furni-

ture and arrangement is  

working splendidly. Our 

Falcon Flight Deck (the 

classroom part of the 

library) is entirely differ-

ent. If you haven’t 

stopped by to see, come 

by and enjoy the fun! 

Second, library classes 

are 40 minutes of class 

time once a week for les-

sons with 20  minutes on 

Monday or Friday for 

check out. The remaining 

time of the 40 minute 

class time on Monday/

Friday time will be with 

Mrs. Johnson, technology 

teacher, for some concen-

trated keyboarding time. 

Please make sure your  

child has his/her book on 

check out days so they 

can enjoy a new book. 

We will also not be using 

the computer lab next to 

the library for our time  

with computers. The dis-

trict has purchased each 

elementary library 30 

laptop convertible com-

puters to meet our tech-

nology needs! So many 

new things to expand and 

enhance our learning! 

The library has also ex-

panded our Full STEAM 

Ahead! MakerSpace area 

in the Fight Deck to cre-

ate a special space for 

New Things at the Library 

Author and Illustrator to Visit Freeman! 
We are excited to be host-

ing author and illustrator 

Dan Santat on October 

10th at Freeman Elemen-

tary. He will be doing an 

all-school assembly at 

9:30 that morning with 

our students. 

He joining us in collabora-

tion with Watermark 

Books to share his new 

book called After the Fall 

(How Humpty Dumpty Got 

Back Up Again). His book 

will be available for pur-

chase and autograph 

th rough  Watermark 

Books. Attached is a copy 

of the order form. Orders 

are due by October 2 and 

all monies are payable to 

Freeman Elementary 

School. 

To get ready to enjoy Mr. 

Santat — some of his 

books that we have in the 

library are: 

Written and Illustrated—

Caldecott Winner — The 

Adventures of Beekle: 

The Unimaginary Friend 

 and Illustrated Books —   

B o b b y  v s .  G i r l s 

(Accidentally) 

B o b b y  t h e  B r a v e 

(Sometimes)   

By Lisa Yee 

The Sports Pages a Guys 

Read Series Book 

He is also the creator of 

the Disney animated hit, 

The Replacements.  

We look forward to host-

ing Mr. Santat in October! 
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Highlights! 
 No food or liquid 

near library books. 

 Keep library books 

away from pets. 

 Keep library books 

away from small 

children. 

 Do not write or 

draw in library 

books. 

 Always know where 

your library book is. 

 Bring your library 

book back on 

check out days. 

 Have fun reading 

your library book 

everyday! 

Night at the 

Library  

Thanksgiving  at  

the Library 

November  2 

Christmas at the 

Library and  

Book Fair 

December 7 

Kansas Day 

January 25 

Spring Fling 

March 1 

Freeman 

Readers 

Obtain 

Great 

Success 



Contact Information: 

sdavis@usd261.com 

316-554-2265 

Please contact me if you have 

questions or concerns.  We are here 

to build readers and support 

classroom teachers and parents in 

building life-long readers. 

Shelley Davis 

Teacher Librarian/Library 

Media Specialist 

White. Celebrations and 

previous year’s winning 

authors meet in Emporia 

each October including 

book signings, and sleep

-overs with students at 

Mr. White’s home, which 

is now a museum. It is 

something I want to be a 

part of at some point! 

Your child is eligible to 

vote for their favorite  

book by completing the 

following requirements: 

 Reading three titles 

from either the 3-5 

or 6-8 list, or both. 

     and 

 Taking an AR test on 

each of the titles 

they read. 

It is time again for host-

ing the chosen nominee 

books in this year’s Wil-

liam Allen White Chil-

dren’s Book Award 

(WAW).  There are ten 

titles  on the 3-5th grade 

list and we have nine of 

them and we also have 

six titles on the 6-8th 

grade list. This is a won-

derful opportunity to be a 

part of a state-wide col-

laboration to pick the 

best book for Kansas 

kids. 

The WAW award is the 

oldest children’s choice 

book award in the na-

tion.  It was developed to 

honor resident and long-

time Emporia Gazette 

editor William Allen 

Pretty easy. Voting takes 

place in April, so we have 

most of the school year 

to read those books.  

In the library we have 

also taken all the years’ 

previous WAW winners 

and grouped them for 

those days when you are 

having trouble finding 

the perfect books. We 

know they’re good reads 

as they were picked by 

kids for kids, so it’s a 

great starting place. 

Both of these areas have 

been hugely popular and 

a great place for stu-

dents to find quality 

books in our library. 

Happy Reading! 

William Allen White Children’s Book Award 
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I Can! 
    Read 

I Will! 
   Read 
I Do! 
   Read 

Taking care of the books 

from the library is a huge 

part of teaching students 

responsibility. We spend a 

lot of time learning how to 

take care of books. 

One of the biggest issues 

we have is water damage. 

Please remind your child 

to not mix books and liq-

uids which includes not 

putting library books in 

backpacks with water 

bottles or lunch boxes. 

Several are damaged this 

way each year. Often we 

can repair, but when the 

damage is too significant, 

it will require the student 

to replace the book. Li-

brary books cost between 

$15 and $25 easily. 

Also, please do not at-

tempt to fix books at 

home. We have special 

tape and glue for torn 

pages that does not be-

come brittle or discolor 

with age. We are happy to 

fix any tears and there will 

be no damage charges to 

students. 

Keeping library books in 

tip top shape makes them 

more appealing for our 

students to check out and 

read. Thanks for helping 

keep our books safe and 

dry! 

Book Care  

See What’s Happening in the Library 
As part of helping stu-

dents see and use social 

media the library has add-

ed a Facebook page and 

Twitter page in addition to 

our library webpage. We 

will be posting special 

events and fun things in 

the library from time to 

time. Follow us on Twitter 

@FES_Library or on Face-

book at Freeman Elemen-

tary School Library. 

You’ll see pictures of the 

library update and our 

first day with the Lego 

Wall. Watch for special 

event notifications and 

times. We’ll also occa-

sionally have quotes from 

our students about the 

amazing learning they’re 

doing in the library. 

We look forward to con-

necting with you! 


